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Gathering Around the Word 
 
Welcoming the Community                         Rev. Lisa R. Eye 

 

Announcements & Celebrations                 Elder Julia Wisniewski 

 

Prelude                Dr. Phillip Roberts 

 

*Call to Worship    from Psalm 119                          
All who walk in shadow, come into the light! 

God’s Word lights the way for us. 

God has promised to abide with us. 

So let us commit to walk in God’s ways. 

All who are afflicted, ensnared by the world, come give praise to God. 

God is the joy of our heart, our sure and certain comfort, come what may! 

Let us worship God. 

 

*Prayer of the Day                 Elder Wisniewski 

 

*Hymn #15                 All Creatures of Our God and King       GTG                    

 

*Call to Confession                 Elder Wisniewski  

                     

*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Gracious Creator, you created this world and called it good, and out of it called a pilgrim people, 

chosen to abide with you and to bear witness to your reality. Yet we, who have been called 

“Beloved” by you, often find ourselves making peace with what does not give peace. Meet us in 

our weakness; turn our unwilling eyes upon our unruly hearts. Draw us away from our love of 

power, our tolerance of injustice, our ignorance of suffering. Drive us towards what is fearfully 

and wonderfully made, so that we may inspire hope, offer forgiveness, and love our neighbors 

through faithful living, according to the way of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

(Silent prayer) 

 

*Assurance of Forgiveness                   Rev. Eye 

 

*Response: Hymn# 447                             We Are Forgiven           GTG 
 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 

*Sharing the Peace          The peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

Hearing and Proclaiming the Word 
 
Prayer for Understanding                   Rev. Eye 
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Scripture                     Romans 8:1-11 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture         Genesis 25:19-34 

 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon          The Scandalous Grace of God                 Rev. Lisa R. Eye 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

*Hymn #649             Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound      GTG  

 

*Affirmation of Faith       from A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 

neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through 

Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us 

with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the 

Church. 
 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 

among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to 

hear the voices of people long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to live holy and joyful lives, even as we 

watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                 Rev. Eye 
 

…Receive all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as together we pray as Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 

saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering                Elder Wisniewski 

 

Offering Instrumental                          Dr. Roberts 
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*Doxology  #717                For the Life That You Have Given         GTG 
 

For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, 

with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 

here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring; 

give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing. 
 

*Thanksgiving and Dedication (unison)              Elder Wisniewski  

Holy God, you have called us together as your people, gathered in your church, to struggle on 

behalf of your promises of grace and life for all the world. So we pledge this portion of what is 

precious to us gratefully and hopefully. Bless and multiply these gifts. May their fruit demonstrate 

the unfathomable, inestimable glory that is yours in Christ Jesus. And if that’s asking too little, do 

more! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Following the Word into the World 
 
*Hymn #79                Light Dawns on a Weary World        GTG   

 

*Congregational Charge                                        Rev. Eye 

Who are you? 

We are the church! People who believe the good news about Jesus. 

Who are you? 

 We are the church! Gathered by the Holy Spirit, built up in faith, hope, and love. 

Who are you? 

 We are the church! Sent out by God’s Spirit to proclaim the gospel in word and deed. 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Sending Song #748     Go With Us, Lord      GTG 
 

Go with us Lord, and guide the way 

through this and every coming day, 

that in your Spirit strong and true 

our lives may be our gift to you. 
 

Acolyte Recessional 
 

Postlude    (Please be seated for the postlude.)         Dr. Roberts 
 

 

All music is used by permission. 

FFPC CCLI Copyright License: 21474063 

Streaming License: 21474070 

FPC is a Licensed Copyright User, Glory to God, All music 
(see permission/license on file) 

 

We are glad you are here and want you to feel welcome as you share in worship! 
 

*The asterisk indicates that worshippers are invited to rise in body or in spirit, as able. 

Bold text indicates that the congregation is invited to speak. 

GTG refers to Glory to God, the hymnal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 

Visitors are encouraged to sign the guest book near the entrance to the worship space.  

If you are looking for a church home, we would love to share more about  

the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church. 
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THE PRAYER LIST IS POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 

IN THE EDUCATION ANNEX 
 

Let us pray for our ability to be faithful disciples, family, and friends; our church, pastor, the session, deacons, 

committees, lay leadership, our ministry, outreach, and stewardship; the Boney Fiddle community and its 

churches, schools, the city of Portsmouth and its leadership, state and national leadership, and those who are 

incarcerated. 
 

To add a name or concern to the Prayer List, please fill out a prayer list request form found on the table as you 

enter the Fellowship Hall or contact the church office. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Did you know that there’s a simple way you can help spread the word about First Presbyterian Church? 

Be sure to “like” and “follow” us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurchportsmouthohio. It 
only takes a minute and will also help you keep up with our latest news. 

 

Building Update: The careful repair and restoration of our historic sanctuary continues. While we long to return 

to worship in this beloved space, we are grateful to have the Mary Elizabeth Shwartz Fellowship Hall as an 

alternate worship and event space until repair work is completed. The second phase of the sanctuary repair – 

ceiling and plaster restoration, repair and updates to lighting, and preparation of the walls for painting is underway 

and expected to be completed by mid-August. The next phase will include painting, cleaning and restoring 

flooring, reinstallation of the organ pipes, and cleaning and reinstallation of pews and sanctuary furniture. Plans 

are also being made to repair and clean the upper and lower narthex to provide a welcoming and safe entrance 

into the sanctuary. Thank you to all who have supported this work through your prayers and financial gifts! Gifts 

to offset the cost of this project are still being accepted with gratitude. Please contact the church office if you 

would like more information about how to give. 

 

Armbrust Student Program Applications Are Open! Help spread the word. The Armbrust Student Loan 

Program is gearing up for a new school term, and applications are now available. Loans can support academic 

and technical education tuition, fees, books, and other related expenses for traditional and non-traditional students 

beyond high school. Persons interested may download the application from the church website and get ready for 

an exciting year of learning and growth. If you have any questions, please let us know.  

 

The FPC Food Bank is open on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Thursdays from 12 to 2 p.m. Volunteers are still 

needed. Please contact Rachel Collingsworth or the Church Office to learn more. 

 

A new book study began last Wednesday, but it is not too late to participate. Join 

us on Wednesdays for a simple supper at 5:00 pm followed by a discussion led by 

Pastor Lisa Eye of Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical America: A Guide to 

Reclaiming the Good News of God’s Grace written by Ted Foote and Alex Thornburg, 

led by Pastor Lisa Eye.  
 

“Ted and Alex have written a very readable guide that, in a spirit of humility and with touches 

of humor, articulates why Presbyterians sometimes feel out of sync with many prominent and 

loud Christian voices in America. It is a wonderful reminder of our theological heritage and an 
honest examination of our PC(USA) history that makes clear the importance of our distinct 

witness as Presbyterians.” – Cece Armstrong and Tony Larson, Co-Moderators of the 226th General 

Assembly (2024) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

Copies of the book are available on the table as you enter Fellowship Hall. 

 

https://facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurchportsmouthohio
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Church & Community Calendar 
 

Wednesday, July 15: Dinner, 5:00 p.m. & Book study, 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, July 16: Food Pantry, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, July 22: Dinner, 5:00 p.m. & Book study, 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, July 23: Food Pantry, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 26: Regular Deacons Meeting, Following worship in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, July 29: Dinner, 5:00 p.m. & Book study, 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, July 30: Food Pantry, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 5: Ministry of Congregational Life Meeting, 3:30 p.m. in the Lounge 

Wednesday, August 5: Dinner, 5:00 p.m. & Book study, 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 6: Armbrust Student Loan Committee, 5:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Tuesday, August 18: Stated Meeting of Presbytery of Scioto Valley, Grove City Presbyterian Church, 

3:30 to 6:30 p.m. (hybrid meeting) 

Sunday, August 23: Regular Deacons Meeting following worship 

Sunday, August 30: 5th Sunday Fellowship Lunch following worship – location TBA 

 

 

 

Church Contact Information 
 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00 am–4:00 pm 

Virginia M. Stinnett, Admin. Aid/Church Secretary—Email: vstinnett.fpc@gmail.com; Phone: (740) 353-4259 

Bev Phipps, Treasurer—Email: bevphipps1stpres@gmail.com; Phone: (740) 353-4259 
Rev. Lisa R. Eye, Pastor—Email: leyefirstpresportsmouth@gmail.com; Pastor’s Study: (740) 529-7177 

Rev. Eye ordinarily works from her home study on Mondays and observes Fridays as sabbath time. 

In case of pastoral emergency, she may be reached at (859) 329-9026. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
221 Court St., Portsmouth, OH  45662 

(740) 353-4259 Church Office 

Email: firstpresportsmouth@gmail.com  

Website: www.firstpresportsmouthoh.com 
YouTube: www.youtube.com@firstconnections4806 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurchportsmouthohio 
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